
I am an Amateur Extra Class operator, an ARRL VE, and have taught several
Technician and Extra Licening classes.

I am against the elimination of the morse code requirement in its entirety for
at least the Extra Class License.

With all due respect to others that have commented, there simply isn't another
mode besides CW that can provide the capabilities to proficent operators that is
as spectrially efficent, robust, and as simple from the standpoint of equipment.

This petition makes a number of statements which I will address one by one.

"Morse code testing is a burden to the applicant"

I suppose that having to get in ones car and drive somewhere to take any test
written or CW, could be considered a burden. I personally believe that this
hobby like other technical hobbies should have a least one "high bar" that makes
getting the license worthwhile. As a VE, I was personally very pleased when at
the last VE session I participated in, a young man of 17 years came to the test
session as a Technician and left as an Amateur Extra.

"Morse proficiency is not an indication of a quality operator"

I totally agree. Neither is license class, ability to take tests, photographic
memory, or the amount of money an individual has to buy amateur gear. Lets move
on..

"Morse proficiency should not be required to operate in the voice mode"

I suppose I don't have any arguement with this either. If however, we're still
going to have a portion of the band that's allocated to CW (and contrary to many
statement, CW is alive and well and enjoys a goodly amount of usage on the
bands), it's essential that the users of those bands have some knowledge of the
various operating modes. I'd also agree that in some respects, the General and
the Extra written exams don't cover some of the material they should (in
particular operating modes, procedures, etc). Doing away with CW isn't the fix
for that.

"Morse code testing is a burden on the VE system"

Our VE team has little trouble doing it, in fact it's one of the shorter things
in terms of time that we do at the VE session. Feel free to contact me and I can
walk you through any difficulties that you may be having in administering CW
tests. (Last month we has a 17 year old lad, pass the General and Extra written
and the 5wpm CW. I believe he could have done 13 if we were still giving it..)

"An unnecessary burden upon the amateur service community"
This section attempts to state that many would be amateurs don't become engaged
in the hobby because of Morse Code. Anyone can today become an amateur operator
without knowing any CW. It's called a Technician license. Many have them (about
6000 in my state alone). The effort for a young ham (junior high age or younger)
is probably greater learning the technician written test (and certainly the
General written) than their effort learning 5wpm CW. I have personally worked
with a child in my neighbourhood that picked up the CW a lot faster than she's
able learn the contents of the technician written test. Again, making the test
easier isn't always the answer.



"An unnecessary burden upon the FCC"
The issue here is the fear that since this is no longer an international treaty
matter, that the FCC will be faced with requests for even 5wpm wavier if the CW
requirement is kept. The American's with Disabilites Act was citied.

I went a read the ADA and didn't really see where this would apply. If someone
has a learing disabilty that precludes them from passing the written test, there
isn't a wavier for that. If a visually impaired person could, I suppose take and
pass a written FAA pilot exam. It's also highly unlikely that they will be able
to meet the other requirments to obtain the pilots license.

I urge the Commission to maintain at least some of the requirements that have
made this hobby a desirable and worthwhile goal. The written tests and the CW
tests have already been "messed with" enough over the last five years. I am
concerned with where Amateur Radio Licensing is going to be in 20 years if we
continue at this rate.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
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